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BroadStreet Theatre 
tells two-dozen tales of 
feminine force

by Warren Francke
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Madame Ovary COLD CREAM
 Somewhere out in Theaterville, news 

that Shelterbelt had postponed its Instant 
Theater weekend until April 2-3 must have 
inspired a few producers to sigh, “There but 
for the grace of God and good timing go I.”

Fortunately for Chanticleer’s Barefoot 
in the Park and BroadStreet’s That Takes 
Ovaries, openings arrive this weekend, not 
during the minus-40 wind chills of last week. 
And the touring cast of Little House on the 
Prairie missed our bone-chilling blizzard by 
a few days, but will find us empathetic when 
the Ingalls family faces winter hardship.

And count the Omaha Community 
Playhouse, Bellevue Little Theater and 
Skullduggery lucky, too, with shows 
starting next weekend, namely the OCP’s 
Cheaper by the Dozen, BLT’s Noises Off
and SkullRoots!, a compilation of short 
plays from its recent seasons.

Though Shelterbelt had to delay the one-
night stand (it seemed ironic when its press 
release seemed happy to have more time to 
prepare for “instant” theater), better then 
than Jan. 21 when they return with From 
Shelterbelt with Love 9.

Imagine all the avoided hassles over 
“to be or not to be” performing on nasty 
nights. In a better world we could all skip 
past the first half of January and move on to 
balmier days. Less lucky were the Christmas 
Carol touring companies that had to mush 
about America during those storms of late 
December.

Barefoot in the Bluffs sounds promising 
in large part because we’ll be treated to 
another good character role for Barb Ross. 
Jonathan Wilhoft directs a cast featuring Jay 
Huse and Kate Simmons as Paul and Corie 
Bratter, with John Kuehl, Scott Fowler and 
Jeff Lively.

If you saw it on stage in the 1960s or on 
film in 1967, you may recall that it starred 
a much younger Robert Redford and Jane 
Fonda.

You can read more about That Takes 
Ovaries elsewhere in The Reader, but recall-
ing Ms. Fonda circa ’67 raises the question: 
whether you love her or hate her, it took some 
big ones to risk the hostility aimed at “Hanoi 
Jane.” And the question is: Do you suppose 
she had any clue how long her critics would 
continue to condemn her activism?

But I digress, given that there’s not 
much controversial about Barefoot in the 
Park. Like most of the others mentioned 
above, it’s warm fare for frigid times.

— Warren Francke

Cold Cream looks at theater in the metro area. Email informa-
tion to coldcream@thereader.com. 

LADIES WITH ELEPHANTINE OVARIES (FROM L TO R): Denise Chevalier, Sara Planck, Colleen O’Doherty, Emily Jane Thompson, Andrea Lang.


